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Piano Sonata No. 2 in A, Op. 2, No. 2

I.  Allegro vivace

Il. Largo appassionato
lll. Scherzo

IV. Rondo

Beethoven was approaching 22 years old when he arrived in Vienna from Bonn in December 1792 to
study with Haydn, with the backing of the Elector of Cologne and some influential friends such as Count
Waldstein. Through these contacts he was quickly received in society, and soon made a name for himself
as a virtuoso pianist. The three sonatas of Op. 2 were completed by 1795, when the composer was 24,
with the first one started two years earlier. The first sonata is concise, and even abrupt at times, while
the second, in A major, is much more expansive, at the same time containing the same enjoyment of
sudden dynamic changes, strong accents, and delight in pianistic display. Shortly after study with Haydn,
Beethoven went to the famous teacher Albrechtsberger for further lessons in counterpoint, and there
are striking examples of counterpoint in this sonata. The slow movement is as if arranged from a string
quartet. A playful Scherzo is followed by the final Rondo, mainly lyrical, but with a bellicose section in
the minor. There seems to have been quite a large step forward in technique, both compositional and
pianistic, from the first sonata.
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Programme Notes: David Gwilt Translation: Shirley Gwilt
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Performer : Julie Kuok

As a Steinway artist being active in performance, composition and
music education, Julie Kuok is currently a piano faculty member
at the Hong Kong Academy for Performing Arts, the Chinese
University of Hong Kong and the Baptist University. In her early
years, she won champion in the 2nd Hong Kong Piano Open
Competition, the 8th Hong Kong- Asia Piano Open Competition
and the Oberlin Concerto Competition. She co-founded “HK
Duo” with pianist Hui Ling impressing the audience with their
compatibility and innovation. From 2014 to 2016, she was invited
to be the hostess of the ABRSM piano exam at the RTHK Radio
4. Her composition The Fantasy of Little C has been chosen as
the set piece in the Chinese composers class of several
competitions like, the 20th Hong Kong- Asia Piano Open
Competition, the 71st Hong Kong Schools Music Festival and the
39th Macao Young Musician Competition.
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