Piano Sonata No. 27 in E minor, Op. 90

I.  Mit Lebhaftigkeit und durchaus mit Empfindung und Ausdruck
Il. Nicht zu geschwind und sehr singbar vorgetragen

Beethoven’s two movement sonata in E minor, Op. 90, was completed in 1814, almost
five years after the previous one — ‘Les Adieux’. Beethoven was 43, and at the pinnacle
of his popularity. Ironically it was also the year in which he performed as a pianist for
the last time, on account of his deafness. 1814 was the year of the Congress of Vienna
for which occasion Beethoven produced his cantata Der glorreiche Augenblick, shortly
after finishing the piano sonata. This is dedicated to Moritz, brother of his former patron
Prince Karl Lichnowsky, with whom there had been a quarrel, unresolved. The titles of
each of the movements show that depth of expression was uppermost in the composer’s
mind. The first is to be played “with vivacity and throughout with feeling and expression”,
and the second, “Not too fast, and very songfully played.” These are urgings to the player
to stress the lyrical aspects of the music. The first movement begins with great rhythmic
energy, but very quickly becomes lyrical, and these two elements are contrasted
throughout. The second movement, in the major, takes a line through Schubert and is
almost entirely lyrical and highly expressive, ending with a whisper. This is the third of
only four sonatas which Beethoven wrote in only two movements.
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Programme Notes: David Gwilt Translation: Shirley Gwilt
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Performer : Kinwai Shum

Kinwai Shum is a major prize winner in the Schubert International Piano
Competition in Dortmund, and the Hilton Head International Piano Competition.
He has performed extensively in recitals and also concertos with the Dortmund
Philharmonic, the Hong Kong Symphonia, and the Hong Kong Pro Arte
Orchestra. He studied at the Hong Kong Academy for Performing Arts and is a
graduate of the Eastman School of Music. He currently teaches at the Hong Kong
Academy for Performing Arts and the Hong Kong Baptist University and is an
Honorary Artist-in-residence of the Education University of Hong Kong. He was
presented the Certificate of Commendation by the Secretary for Home Affairs,
the government of Hong Kong in 2008 and the Distinguished Young Pianist Award
by the Hong Kong Piano Music Association in 2009. He is the awardee of the
2013 Ten Outstanding Young Persons in Hong Kong. He is a Steinway artist.
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